University of Missouri, St. Louis

IRL @ UMSL
Current (2010s)

Student Newspapers

3-9-2015

Current, March 09, 2015
University of Missouri-St. Louis

Follow this and additional works at: http://irl.umsl.edu/current2010s
Recommended Citation
University of Missouri-St. Louis, "Current, March 09, 2015" (2015). Current (2010s). 194.
http://irl.umsl.edu/current2010s/194

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Newspapers at IRL @ UMSL. It has been accepted for inclusion in Current
(2010s) by an authorized administrator of IRL @ UMSL. For more information, please contact marvinh@umsl.edu.

The Current

VOL. 48
I S S U E 14 6 4
M A R 9 , 2 015

U M S L’ S I N D E P E N D E N T S T U D E N T N E W S

UMSL
Students
Begin
Crowdfunding

Campus
Changes
as UMSL
Builds

LATWUANNA TROUPE
STAFF WRITER

MARY CHICKOS
STAFF WRITER

The Office of Alumni
Engagement has brought
Crowdfunding to the University
of Missouri—St. Louis as the
solution to the student organizations’ lack of funding that
they are encountering. Extreme
budget cuts and not having
enough funds to allocate to
projects, salaries, and everyday
needs for their organizations has
been causing major problems.
Usually student organizations
are funded by the Student
Activities Budgeting Committee
(SABC), but student organizations are finding it difficult to
get the appropriate amount of
funding in order to get their
needs met. The request in funding each year to SABC is $1
million, but they only distribute
half of that to student organizations. With this causing delays
in productivity the students
have now looked to Crowdfunding to help generate the
necessary funding.
Crowdfunding is a method
of fundraising for thirty days for
a project or venture that attracts
a number of small donations
from many people to achieve
a larger goal via the Internet.
Crowdfunding has been around
since as early as 2003 and many
platforms have emerged from
the concept. Kickstarter and
GoFundMe have been two of
the most popular sites lately that
have really popularized the concept. Technology, art, film projects, and inventions to everyday
problems are some projects that
have been funded

organization representatives
from 12-2 p.m. on the third
floor of the MSC, and the general and academic info sessions
located in the MSC at different
times and places depending on
the subject matter. The events
ranged from financial aid help
to choosing a major.
“I think it’s gone well so
far,” said Harry Harris, Academic Coordinator for Athletics. “Presentations are sharp.
It seems to have gotten better
every year.”
“This is my second visit
to UMSL,” said prospective
student Aleathea Williams. “I
learned more about student
organizations that I didn’t know
about before UMSL Day. You
come here and get to meet
people, and it’s more personalized. I already know I’m coming
here, but this made it concrete,
and I was able to put my family
behind it. I enjoyed the nursing
seminar.”
“It’s nice to see so many
young people taking an interest
in their academic future as

There are several construction projects taking place on
the University of Missouri—St.
Louis campus in spring 2015.
The construction project sizes
vary from new cooling and
heating to full building construction.
There is construction
around Benton Hall and Stadler
Hall. Benton Hall was built in
1964 and Stadler Hall in 1967.
They provide space for biology,
chemistry, physics, psychology, and biochemistry. These
buildings do not meet current
safety codes or standards and are
receiving updated renovations.
The project is being funded by
an anticipated state allocation
of $64.7 million. There is no
projected completion date at
this time for this project.
Larry Eisenberg, assistant
vice chancellor of Managerial
and Technological Services said,
“The renovation will bring the
building up to current building codes and design standards
as well as create a consolidated,
more efficient, and sustainable
environment. It will provide
critically needed state-of-theart technology and flexible
classrooms of various seating
capacities. It will provide seminar rooms, study areas, research
space, collaborative venues, and
other student spaces.”
The Science Learning
Building that is currently under
construction is an addition to
the existing Benton and Stadler
buildings. “This addition is expected to be completed toward

Continued on Page 4
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Prospective students speak with departments’ representatives in the MSC and Blanche M. Touhill PAC (not shown)

Future Tritons Visit UMSL Day
KAT RIDDLER & LORI DRESNER
NEWS EDITOR & STAFF WRITER
With the warm weather
comes the chance for budding
new interest of college opportunities for soon to be high school
graduates, transfer students, and
those looking to go back to college. Saturday’s spring weather
was the perfect day to host the
University of Missouri—St.
Louis information program
called UMSL Day. At the event,
about 250 prospective students
and their families and friends
were able to roam around
UMSL from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on March 7 to see if the college
was right for what they wanted.
UMSL Day is held twice a
year in March and November
to offer several opportunities
for potential new students to
explore the campus and its amenities. The purpose of UMSL
Day is to introduce prospective
students and their friends and
family to the campus, give them
the opportunity to learn about
specific departments and programs, and give them an option
to talk to current students and
faculty about the university.

Attendees arrived at the
Blanche M. Touhill Performing
Arts Center at 11 a.m. for the
introduction program. Current
students were brought in to talk
briefly about cool facts about
UMSL for the audience. One
stated that UMSL and Cornell
are the only two universities to
have more than one alumni who
are Chief Executive Officers of
top 20 Fortune 500 companies.
Awed students then traveled around campus to a variety
of events. Some stayed at the
Touhill and talked to representatives from colleges and
departments found at UMSL.
Representatives were broken
up into two different floors,
but it allowed for individualized questions for those curious.
There were several time frames
of events: the Departmental
Fair where students could talk
to department representatives
at UMSL from 11:15 a.m. - 1
p.m. on the second floor of the
Millennium Student Center, the
Student Activities Fair where
attendees could talk to student
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At this week’s Student Government Association meeting
students were made aware that
elections and SGA candidate
filing for executive and senate
positions are closed as of March
6, at 5 p.m. President Cameron Roark, junior, criminology
and criminal justice, reports
that every student will need to
complete the campus schedule
survey to see what hours work
best for them during the week.
There has been a problem with
parking between the hours of
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and students may have more classes on
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The Civil Rights Division
of the Department of Justice
(DOJ) released their long awaited report of the “Investigation
of the Ferguson Police Department” on March 4. The federal
investigation was launched
September 4, 2014, after the
shooting of Michael Brown by
Officer Darren Wilson on August 9, 2014. The 105 page document goes into detail about the

Fax
314-516-6811
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thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu
Letters to the Editor
thecurrenttips@umsl.edu
Twitter
@UMSLTheCurrent
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/TheCurrentStudentNews

investigation into the Ferguson
Police Department’s policies,
violation of laws, enforcement
focused on revenue, racial biases, erosion of community trust,
lack of racial diversity of the
police force, and what needs to
be changed to fix the aforementioned problems. Captain Rick
Henke and Sergeant William
Mudd resigned Friday after
being on administrative leave

when the report released information about racist emails sent
in the past. Mary Ann Twitty,
the top court clerk, was fired in
connection with racist emails.
The full report can be viewed
at http://www.justice.gov/sites/
default/files/opa/press-releases/
attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report.
pdf.

Campus
Crime
Report
KAT RIDDLER
NEWS EDITOR
On March 2 there was an
auto accident on Lot L. The
car struck a sign, and a report
was taken. On March 4 a set of
keys was found in Benton Hall,
the University of Missouri—St.
Louis Police Department is
holding them for safe keeping.
A visitor fell on ice on campus,
and was treated and released
by paramedics on March 4.
UMSL student reported damage
done to car by parking block.
UMSL student reported cash
stolen while at the Mark Twain
Athletic and Fitness Center.
On March 5 there was a minor
accident between two cars on
West Drive. UMSL PD found
a license plate and is holding
it for safe keeping. A visitor
reported cash and car keys taken
from insecure locker at the
Mark Twain gym on March 5.
The keys were recovered. Credit
Cards belonging to an UMSL
student were found at Marillac
Hall and turned into UMSL
PD for safe keeping.

Visit thecurrent-online.com for additional content

Editor-in-Chief
thecurrenteic@umsl.edu

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GET INVOLVED

Letters to the editor should be brief, and those not exceeding
250 words will be given preference. We edit letters for clarity
and length, not for dialect, correctness, intent, or grammar.
All letters must be signed and must include a daytime phone
number. Students must include their student ID numbers.
Faculty and staff must include their title(s) and department(s).
The Editor-in-Chief reserves the right to respond to letters. The
Current reserves the right to deny letters.

Do you have a tip regarding a story? Have a correction to report?
Do you have a question or comment for our staff? Contact us at
thecurrenttips@umsl.edu. We look forward to hearing from you.

THE UNDERCURRENT By Ashlee Carlstrom & Rob Sifford

The Current values feedback from the campus community.
What do you think of our campus coverage? Let us know your
thoughts at thecurrent@umsl.edu.

HAVE YOU BEEN ENJOYING THE SNOW?

ALY ALEXANDER,

RONNIE H.,

LOUIE THE TRITON,

Sophomore, Elementary
Education

Junior, Studio Art

Super Senior,
Mascotology

“Yes. I like the snow
because it creates a virtual
canvas.”

“No! It makes it hard to get
to class and it makes it hard
to do anything.”

41

tee is being discussed to create
better communication amongst
UMSL Campus Police and
students. Career Service Week
begins March 9 – 13. Starting
with “Resume Reviews” in the
Nosh from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.,
every event a student attends
increases the chance at winning
the $200 gift card. “Get Noticed” is connecting Student
Organizations with Employers.
Lastly, the printing budget is
being discussed on whether to
keep it or change it.

KAT RIDDLER
NEWS EDITOR

Business Manager Cate Marquis

Co-Distribution Manager

Friday to avoid this problem.
SGA is hosting Whine and
Cheese where students get to
voice their concerns openly and
honestly. Student organizations
are getting a chance to earn
extra money by helping at the
commencement ceremonies.
Each organization sends eight
people and the student organization gets $200. Student Hassan Hossayrami, sophomore,
history, has had a parking ticket
for two years and is trying to
appeal it. But there has been no
recent response to his attempts
to get this resolved. A commit-

Justice Dept Ferguson Findings

BUSINESS

MON 57
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TUE

61
40

WED 67

41

THU 62

45

FRI

54
43

“I love the snow. Always loved
a winter wonderland. Except
the Louie Mobile needs all
terrain tires.”

SAT

56
38

SUN 59

34
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Campus Construction
Changing UMSL’s Appearance
MARY CHICKOS
STAFF WRITER

Continued from Page 1
the end of 2015, with connections into the existing building scheduled for completion in
spring 2016,” Eisenberg said.
Renovations have also
included cooling towers being
installed on the roofs of the
Thomas Jefferson Library and
the Social Sciences and Business
Building. These cooling towers
will support cooling systems
throughout the academic quadrangle buildings. This project is
expected to be completed in the
spring of 2015. In the library,
there is a project to replace and
renovate the two elevators. Sam
Darandari has prepared the bid
package for the elevators. This
project will take a few months
to complete, but one of the
elevators will be in operation at
all times.
The Recreation and Wellness Center will be completed
in the summer of 2015. The
building will open in the fall

2015 semester. The total project
budget is approximately $36
million. Yvette Kell, director
of Campus Recreation, said,
“Some of the things that we
are currently working on are
marketing, hiring, policies and
procedures, membership and
software, programming, risk
management planning, purchase
of furniture and equipment, as
well as many other odds and
ends.”
There are a number of
building codes the architect and
contractor have to adhere to
when building a recreation facility. The building codes include
the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) regulations as well as
fire protection and evacuation
plans in the facility. Before the
building is opened to the public
there are many things that must
take place: marketing memberships, hiring of professionals
– part-time and student staff –
creating policies and procedures,
working on programming plans
for all aspects of the facility, and
putting a risk management plan

together.
There is construction
just off of the UMSL campus
as well, but it will affect the
entrance into campus from Natural Bridge Road. The Natural
Bridge Great Streets Project is
intended to reduce the number
of lanes to improve access to
other transportation options
such as cycling, walking, and
mass transit. The Missouri
Department of Transportation
(MODOT) has partnered with
UMSL, the city of Normandy,
Great Rivers Greenway, St.
Louis County, East West Gateway Council of Governments,
and North County Inc. on this
project, which should be completed toward the end of 2015.
MODOT is overseeing the design, management, right of way
acquisition, utility relocation,
and construction for the $13
million dollar project. Utility
construction is underway. Lanes
have been reduced from five to
three lanes from Hanley Road
to just east of Florissant Road.

Students Find Funding with
Crowdfunding Initiatives
LATWUANNA TROUPE
STAFF WRITER
Continued from Page 1
over the last decade when
there was no backing in traditional funding available to help
these ideas become reality. The
Office of Alumni Engagement is
working to bring on alumni, the
UMSL community, students,
and faculty to help give back to
better the UMSL experience for
students. Being that alumni are
already asked to donate to various projects at UMSL, bringing
in crowdfunding has now given
the UMSL community and
alumni the opportunity to connect with student led projects.
Crowdfunding is not just a way
to attain money, but a way to
teach the value in giving back.
“We want to be able to
make that connection between
the UMSL community and our
student projects-- teach students
about philanthropy and how
the university is funded so when
they are alumni they’ll have the
idea that it is normal to give
back to the university,” said
James Page, assistant director of
Student and Graduate Engagement.
Homecoming launched the
Crowdfunding agenda when it

encompassed challenging each
candidate for Homecoming
Court to raise $1,000 for a
scholarship of their choice in
only six days instead of a typical
campaign usually lasting thirty
days. The goal was $8,000.
This involved attracting more
people to the university and
more supporters. Each student’s
community needed to be engaged and understand the goals
that were set. A community
for a student could have been
anyone in support of them:
a friend, family, colleague, or
mentor. By the end of that week
244 donations were given and
167 were first time donors to
UMSL. The average gift amount
was $32, the largest single gift
raised was $200, and by one
student $1420 was raised. There
were donations from over 14
states, showing that the UMSL
community spans farther than
St. Louis. With this, the Homecoming Court was able to meet
their goals and be successful
with a total amount of $8,061
in just six days.
UMSL is the first local
university that has implemented this fundraising platform.
Crowdfunding is becoming
very popular and useful to the
UMSL student body, creat-

ing the wherewithal to create
positive change in an organization or within the community. Many organizations here
at UMSL are attracted to it.
Crowdfunding is also a great
start to create something everlasting for the University and
future students. The UMSL Environmental Adventure Organization is creating a garden on
campus. The Catholic Newman
Center is taking their humanitarian efforts international.
“It’s provided us an opportunity to raise (hopefully) a lot
of money in a short period of
time to go on our first international service trip. It’s on us to
spread the word, but if we don’t
reach our goal and beyond, we
may be footing most of the bill
or not even have enough to go.
We’re at that half way mark
and I think it’s the wake-up call
we need to push forward,” said
Belkisa Dautovic, senior, public
policy and administration.
Learn more about Crowdfunding at the next meeting on
April 16 at 2 p.m. in the Office
of Student Life. For a complete
list of current groups participating in UMSL Crowdfunding
visit crowdfund.umsl.edu/.

NEWS

IBCC Brings
Businesses and
Students Together
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EDWINA COOPER & LATWUANNA TROUPE
STAFF WRITERS
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One of many sessions taking place in SSB March 6

The seventh annual International Business Career Conference (IBCC) held on March 6
in the JC Penney Conference
Center building was free to
attend. This event, subtitled the
“Passport to Success,” centers
around educating students on
international business practices
by bringing in local businesses
as sponsors and guest speakers
from international companies,
such as Monsanto, Boeing,
Siemens SISW, and the Nidec
Motor Company. This is a
chance for middle to high level
executives to talk to college
students as equals about how
to be successful in any professional field and across national
borders.
Master of Ceremonies Dr.
Joseph Rottman, director of the
International Business Institute
said, “Last year 400 students;
this year 500. This shows how
important this is to the region
and the students. This shows
what a career is like internationally and the pathway to success.”
This event is unlike other
job fairs where companies look
at it as an employment opportunity. Every guest speaker at this
event was more interested in
teaching than in promotion and
was attentive to hear questions
from every student. Brian Sebelski, senior, business administration, was a coordinator for this
year’s event and administrator of
the International Business Honor Society. Sebelski describes
this as a networking opportunity, but focused on an educational platform. The event attracts
“more than 40 companies,” he
said, and even the catering is
done by local businesses rather
than Sodexo. Many companies
attend because it is mutually
beneficial to businesses and students, even without direct profit
in dollars and cents. Students
get a chance to learn about real
world decision making and
companies have a chance to illuminate their business strategies
to their future employees.
The success of this event,

though, rests on its wide appeal
to students. The conference has
a lot to offer all majors interested in going into professional
work. Sebelski also commented
on the fact that there is no such
thing as a business that is merely
local. Every business, great and
small, has to stay up-to-date
with international news and has
to cooperate with many cultures
and backgrounds in order to
be successful in today’s global
market. This means that it is
not just about the finances or
the accounting or the marketing, which may seem dull to
students from arts and sciences;
it is also about making connections with people and using the
skills you have developed in
your academic career to benefit
your company.
The speakers at the executive panel, particularly Torbjorn
“Turbo” Sjorgen from The
Boeing Company and Kei Pang
from the Nidec Motor Corporation, heavily emphasized the
need to know and market your
unique skill set because this
will set you apart from other
prospective employees. Sjorgen,
who has a legal degree, and
Scott Bell from Siemens SISW,
who was an architect, also
pointed out that adaptability is
a key to success. These corporate
executives did not start out as
business students but were able
to adapt to become successful.
This is a necessary skill in any
job in any field, and is particularly sought after in the international market where so much
diversity requires patience and
understanding.
All of the students in
attendance were eager to hear
the advice from these corporate
executives. Yumna Ali, junior,
information systems, said, “I
really like the opportunities
and connections that UMSL
provides to get a head start on
your career and to explore other
possibilities.” For more information on IBCC, visit their
website at www.umsl.edu/ibcc/.
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Sonia Sanchez & Jessica Care moore Visit UMSL
KARLYNE KILLEBREW
FEATURES EDITOR
On the night of February
25, University of Missouri—St. Louis students and the
surrounding community were
able to meet two renowned and
heavily decorated activists, Jessica Care moore and Sonia Sanchez. Although attendance was
visibly limited in the spacious
E. Desmond Lee Theater of the
Blanche M. Touhill Performing
Arts Center, it provided for a
very intimate atmosphere as the
audience learned what each poetess thought it means to be an
activist, a writer, a woman, and
a black person in America.
Ashlee Roberts, coordinator
of diversity and service for the
Office of Student Life, organized the event and, as if able
to read the audience’s mind,
decided that there cannot be
a poetry event without poetry
reading. For the show’s opening she brought a fairly well
recognized lineup of seasoned
poets from the St. Louis area
to perform individual pieces: J
Love, WU-Slam Grand Slam
Champ Freeman Word, and
Poetic Slang who read a very
ribald piece about the events
that occurred in her hometown
of Ferguson.

DASMA R. HOPKINS/THE CURRENT

E. Desmond Lee Theater of the Blanche M. Touhill PAC hosted (left to right) Jessica Care moore, Sonia Sanchez, and April Silver

Roberts followed by listing
of some of the more wellknown triumphs of the evening’s stars. Jessica Care moore
is the Chief Executive Officer
of Moore Black Press as well as
the producer of “Black Women
Rock!”, a concert series that
pays homage to Betty Davis and
features black and brown female
rock n’ roll artists. She also
founded the “literacy-driven”
Jess Care Moore Foundation.
She has published a plethora
of books, poetry collections,
and plays. She also has been
featured on the albums of notable hip-hop artists like Nas’s
“Nastradamus” album as well as
Talib Kweli’s “Attack the Block”
mix-tape. She received the Alain

Locke Award from the Detroit
Institute of Arts in 2013.
Professor Sonia Sanchez
touts an impressive number of
awards and accomplishments
herself with over 20 published
books spanning the genres of
poetry, theater, and children’s
literature. She has performed
and taught internationally and
received The Frost Medal, the
Lucrettia Mott Award, and the
Pennsylvania Governor’s Award
for Excellence in the Humanities to name a few.
After presenting the
esteemed guests, Roberts
turned the show over to artist
and activist April Silver, who
segued into the main event
with an in-depth conversation

with Sanchez and Care moore.
She started the dialogue by
asking the audience members
if they were writers, poets,
film-makers, or visual artists
and having them applaud their
own creative souls. It was quite
a foreshadowing look into the
spiritual component that plays
such a major factor in some
artists’ creative processes. After
getting everyone to recognize
their own creativity, she transferred the room’s attention
to the “marriage of arts and
activism.” Silver asked both the
ladies on stage to “do it from
a perspective that’s not just
contemporary, but a historical
view. Give us your best thinking
and pulling forth of those artists

who have necessarily used their
art, their craft, and their talents
for a collective enlightenment.”
Care moore spoke first,
enlightening the audience on her
creative upbringing and revealing
what brought her to the brink
of both poetry and civil activity.
Interestingly enough, she does
not attribute her knowledge or
her passion to halls of public
secondary academia. Care moore
found her voice through the
direct influence of seeing people
in her city become doers and
having personal ingenuity to
search for that which a standard
American curriculum would not
give her.
Read the entire article at
www.thecurrent-online.com

UMSL Particiapating in
UMSL Day Warms Up
RecycleMania Tournament 2015 Potential Students
JAMIE MITTS
STAFF WRITER
Over the next few weeks
the University of Missouri—St.
Louis Sustainability Office
and the Environmental Adventure Organization (EAO)
will continue to participate in
RecycleMania, an international
tournament, between Canada
and the United States, which
runs February 1 – March 28.
They plan to collect as many
recyclables as they can during
this time and bring recycling
awareness to the campus.
RecycleMania began in
2001 as a friendly competition
between Ohio University and
Miami University when the
sustainability coordinators from
the schools capitalized on the
sports rivalry to engage their
students to learn about recycling
and get more involved. Each
year after that, more universities became involved and today
it has hundreds of colleges
participating. This year there
are colleges in every state except
Hawaii and Vermont that are
participating as well as Ontario,
Canada.
During this two month

competition colleges compete
by collecting and weighing the
recycling and trash from the
campus and entering the data
into a scoreboard. Students
can follow UMSL’s progress by
accessing www.recyclemaniacs.
org/scoreboard/current-results/
competition-division. Throughout the competition the UMSL
Sustainability Office can be seen
around both North and South
campuses educating students,
faculty, and staff about what
they can do, on campus and
off, to help UMSL out in the
competition.
A fairly simple way to
contribute on campus is to
just plain recycle. There are
single stream bins all over both
campuses and in the Millennium Student Center, especially
in the Nosh, that can be used
for much of one’s meal “trash”
instead of actually throwing the
items in the trash can. Faculty
and staff should be on the lookout for information regarding a
shred day; this will give them a
reason to clean out their offices
and help UMSL’s competition
numbers all at the same time.
Off campus anyone can do

some tweeting and texting to
let people know what they have
been doing to recycle, reuse
recyclables, save energy, and
promote sustainability. With
each text, tweet, or share on the
MyActions app UMSL gains
points that apply toward the social media challenge. All undergraduate students are asked to
download the app and post to
help us gain points. Readers can
follow www.campus.myactions.
org/contactimporter/ref/3914
to access the app or go to either
the iPhone or Android store and
search for MyActions. Make
sure to join the right school
when setting up a profile. Using
#UMSL #RM2015 and another
keyword like “recycle”, “reuse,”
or “reduce” when posting gets
UMSL points toward this
challenge. All other students,
faculty, staff, family, and friends
can text 21212 or tweet @
recyclemaniacs with these same
hashtags and keywords to also
help out. Participants do not
even need to be on campus to
get points for this challenge.

KAT RIDDLER & LORI DRESNER
NEWS EDITOR & STAFF WRITER
Continued from Page 1
well as their extracurricular
life,” said David McGraw, graduate, education in secondary
school counseling, and president of the Associated Students
of the University of Missouri
(ASUM).
Students were able to take
with them a packet of information, including a voucher for the
Nosh to enjoy on-campus dining. Some of the fliers included
schedules that outlined the
times and locations of several
events happening throughout
the day. Students and parents
were also encouraged to fill
out evaluations in exchange for
a free t-shirt, which could be
picked up at the MSC Welcome
Center.
Prospective students were
also able to attend several
bus tours and walking tours
throughout the day. General
bus tours were mostly full as
they went to University Meadows, the residence halls, and
the Pierre Laclede Honors
College. Special tours like the
Mark Twain Athletic Center

and the Fine Arts Building had
less attendance, but were more
focused to fit the needs of those
interested. The walking tour
was like the traditional campus
student-guided tour available
at the Welcome Center, visiting
buildings in the quad area and
the MSC. All tours were available from 1 - 4 p.m. so people
could attend what they wanted
at their leisure.
Yolanda Weathersby, director of Student Support Services,
has been at UMSL for 28 years
and eagerly participates in
UMSL Day each semester. She
commented about her favorite
thing about the event, “Being
able to showcase our campus to
the community and surrounding communities. I enjoy interacting with perspective students
and their families. [UMSL Day
is] a great day for all of us to
be together- faculty, staff, and
students,” Weathersby said.
Campus will be buzzing
with potential students once
more at the next UMSL Day on
November 14, 2015.
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‘Swing This’ Jazz Concert Hits High Notes at Touhill
JILL HARDY
STAFF WRITER
CONCERT REVIEW
The “Swing This” concert
by the St. Louis Jazz Orchestra
bought us back to the days of
Duke Ellington and the big
band sound on March 3, 2015
at 7 p.m. at the Blanche M.
Touhill Performing Arts Center.
Under the direction of Jim
Widner, Professor of Music and
Director of Jazz Studies at the
University of Missouri—St.
Louis, “Swing This” brought the
1940s back to life.
The show opened with
“Days of Swing,” which was
reminiscent of another time and
style of music that inspired a
style of dance that was a cross
between ballroom and doo-wop.
Saxophone soloist Micheal Ferrante then brought it to another
level with his sultry jazz sound.
Special guest and jazz
vocalist Mardra Thomas was
an amazing addition to this exceptional band with her unique
style, personality, and voice
which resembled the late, great
Billie Holliday. Her personality was inviting and relatable
as she had a particular gift for
connecting with the audience.

She credits Billie Holliday with
giving her that freedom to
connect, because that is how
Holliday changed the game for
jazz vocalists everywhere.
Thomas blew the audience
away with cute jazz singles such
as “Well Alright You Win” and
“Won’t You Come Home, Bill
Bailey.” She also dazzled us
with classics such as Nat King
Cole’s “Smile” and Etta James’
“At Last.” She told of how she
was a hopeless romantic and the
belting of “At Last” proved just
how apparent that was.
Thomas took a more somber turn on the song “Strange
Fruit,” which is a Billie Holliday
song that touches on the racial
atrocities that occurred in the
South during Holliday’s time.
After the intermission,
when Thomas came back, the
band played “Happy Birthday” for her. She was clearly
touched and surprised over the
sentiment. There were so many
special moments throughout the
evening; the bands’ rendition of
“When You’re Smiling,” featuring solos by Allen Beeson on
trumpet and Jason Swagler on
sax, “Yours Is My Heart Alone,”

YIMAN WU/THE CURRENT

St. Louis Jazz Orchestra’s “Swing This” concert featured music of 40s at Touhill PAC March 3

featuring talented pianist Ken
Kehner, and “Let the Good
Times Roll,” featuring trombone soloist Dave Dickie.
One of the memorable
stories of the night was when
director Widner told of how
he watched the popular movie
“Whiplash” and discovered that

his rendition of “Caravan” was
performed and featured in the
credits. Of course, he was elated
by the honor and thought that
his band still sounded much
better than the movie’s performance of the song. “Caravan”
is featured on the CD “Body
and Soul” on the Chase Music

Group Label.
Overall, this night of jazz
was saturated with an exceptionally talented group of musicians
that bought a special kind of
magic to the Touhill one night,
and that special kind of magic is
called “swing.”

Indie Americana Lives in Self-Titled ‘Lowland Hum’ Album
SARAH HAYES
STAFF WRITER
ALBUM REVIEW
Grade: A
When everyone and their
sister thinks they can pick up
a guitar and become the next
great American folk band, it
takes real talent to stand out
from the pack. For North
Carolina’s music duo Lowland
Hum, their indie-rock Americana sound has something a lot
of acts do not: they are newlyweds. The music of Daniel and
Lauren Goans comes out of a
collaboration of two people in
love who mutually respect each
other’s talents, and nowhere is
that more apparent than in their
sophomore album, the self-titled “Lowland Hum” album,
which will be released April 14.
Every track on “Lowland
Hum” is a tightly-produced,
polished gem of a song, from
the couple’s lyrics to the impressive backing of their band. In a
word, it is a very natural album
in its sound and composition.
The opening track’s use of their

custom stompbox/tambourine
set creates the audio effect of
dirt being dug up and thrown
into the air. These songs sound
like Daniel and Lauren should
be playing them on the front
porch of a country house for
their friends and family, and
whoever passes by is drawn in
by the sound.
Which is not to say that
Lowland Hum’s second album is
small in sound, or “folksy” in an
annoying way. This album is big
on percussion and guitar, and
the sound of those instruments
punctuate every track with great
force. For that, we can thank
the Goans’ backing band and
sound engineer, who support
the couple with drums and bass
and on the sound board. What
would be very quiet, understated Americana tracks become
powerful with the extra help.
The lyrics, written by Daniel and Lauren Goans, are simple and straightforward, often
illustrating scenes of daily life
with vivid imagery. Repetition is
a huge part of Lowland Hum’s

repertoire. “Under The Rub”
relies heavily on the repeating
chorus of the speaker being
unable to look up from their
cell phone, which is probably a
problem a lot of college students
experience on a daily basis. Yes,
a cell phone makes up the crux
of an entire song, but somehow
it does not seem as ridiculous as
it reads on paper.
If anything, the power of
Lowland Hum’s music, and
where their biggest appeal lies,
is in their shared vocals. Daniel
and Lauren often sing together
on the same track, although
sometimes either Daniel or Lauren will take the lead for a song.
No one is trying to outperform
the other; they clearly respect
their significant other too much
to try to overpower the other’s
voice. Both of their voices are
deep, clear voices without any
distracting audio sleight-ofhand that some artists use to
disguise their vocal inadequacies. Even though the Goans
have only been making music
officially together since 2012,

COURTESY OF MISSING PIECE GROUP

Lowland Hum’s album cover art

their newest album sounds as if
they have been singing together
for much longer. When they
harmonize, it is natural, which
seems to be the big theme of
this album.
The best way to describe
Lowland Hum is one part
Rufus Wainwright, one part

the Mountain Goats, and one
part Radiohead. The “Lowland
Hum” album is thirteen tracks
of rich Americana sound with a
modern edge, showcasing how
far the music duo has come in
performing together since their
marriage and subsequent band
formation.
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Triton Basketball Season Ends with a Bang
NICHOLAS PEREZ
SPORTS EDITOR

The Triton men and women’s basketball teams unfortunately had their seasons come to
an end. Thursday night started
with high hopes when the Triton men played the number 2
seed Drury in the quarterfinals
round. University of Missouri—
St. Louis led with seven points
and 2:39 left to play but shortly
after, Drury came back to score
those seven points, unanswered,
which forced an overtime.
Drury took the lead for the
first time in the beginning of
the overtime period, bringing
the score to 64-60. UMSL
missed the last three shots of
the regulation game and the
last five shots in overtime. The
Drury Panthers took the win
with a score of 70 to 65 over the
Tritons; UMSL finished their
season with a 19-11 record.
Aareon Smith, senior, business,
led the team with 21 points
during his last game at UMSL.
Tylor Wimbish, senior, liberal
arts, added 14 points along with
nine other players shooting 46
percent. UMSL got five points
back to extend their advantage
to 46-39 before a 7-1 Drury run

which made it a 47-46 game.
The Tritons followed with five
buckets in a row, including two
from Wimbish, with 4:34 to
play. Smith sank another bucket
with 2:39 to play, upon the Panthers regaining ground, giving
the Tritons a 60-53 lead, but
the Panthers would not give up.
With a last minute three-pointer, they tied the game at 60-60.
The Tritons shot 53.8 percent in
the opening 20 minutes, while
Drury shot 30.8 percent.
Friday was not without excitement either, even though the
UMSL women’s basketball team
also saw their season come to an
end against the number 3 seed
Southern Indiana, losing 77-65,
in the quarter finals. One of
the most memorable feats that
occurred during the game on
Friday was the performance of
Alexis Lawrence, senior, business finance, who scored 20
points in her last game as a Triton; this included her 1,000th
career point which came in
the first half. Lawrence is the
17th player in the programs
history to master this amazing
feat. Tierra Snow, senior, social

RYAN BROOKS/THE CURRENT

Triton men’s basketball defends home turf in round one of GLVC March 1

work, added 13 points –12
of which came in the second
half. Snow also grabbed a team
high of 11 rebounds, locking
in her third double-double of
the season. Kelley McGovern,
senior, special education, played
her final game as a Triton and
finished with eight points and
seven rebounds. McGovern will
graduate ranked in the top five
all-time career assists and free
throw shooting percentage and
top ten in steals.
Regardless of the early

bucket by Indiana, the Tritons used a 13-8 start to open
the second half. They later
pulled within 43-35, and after
a three-pointer by USI, the
Tritons spun off six unanswered, cutting the deficit to
46-41. UMSL reassembled
from a 15-point shortfall in the
tournament, but would not get
any closer since Indiana shot 59
percent in the second half and
with 71.4 percent from beyond
the paint. UMSL got within five
points twice, including 50-45

following a set of free throws
from Jordan Fletcher, senior,
business finance. The Triton
women ended their season with
a 14-14 record.
The seasons were filled
with excitement and record
breaking performances. UMSL
is losing some amazing players
as they go off to live happy lives
after graduation, but with that
comes an opportunity for the
rest of the team, including new
players to shine and to fill the
shoes of soon to be graduates.

UMSL Baseball Stands Undefeated
NICHOLAS PEREZ
SPORTS EDITOR
After dominating the backto-back games on Thursday
March 5th against University
Findlay, the UMSL Baseball
team stepped up to the plate
again on Friday and knocked it
out of the park. UMSL recorded
13 hits during this match-up,
still pulling in the win after
leaving 12 runners on base.
Daniel Seddon, senior, business,

was the one who brought it
home for the Tritons, recording
two hits including his walk-off
sacrifice in the bottom of the
10th inning that led to UMSL
defeating Northwood with a
score of 2-1. This victory shoots
the Tritons to an undefeated
season so far. JJ Kinnevan,
senior, business, went 3 for 4
at the plate, along with Shane

Brinker, senior, biochemistry,
and Dominic Orlando, junior,
communications, landing two
hits. Northwood did get the first
run of the game, also scoring
in the second inning. UMSL
answered back shortly after in
the 5th inning with Dylan Fieth’s, senior, physical education,
sacrifice fly. At the top of the
10th inning Jarret Clark, junior,

business, drew a one out walk
to advance on Brinker’s single,
before taking third base after
a wild pitch. Northwood then
walked Orlando to load the
bases towards the bottom right
before Seddon hit the game
winning slam. UMSL pitchers
Kurt McGuire, junior, business,
and Luke Hayes, senior, communications, displayed MLB

SUNDAY
March 8th

TUESDAY
March 10th

WEDNESDAY
March 11th

THURSDAY
March 12th

SATURDAY
March 14th

Baseball vs.
Northwood in
Cocoa Beach, Fla.
@ 12:00 a.m.

Men’s Tennis vs.
Holy Names
University
(Home)
@ 2:30 p.m.

Softball vs. Lake
Superior State
(Home)
@ 3:00 p.m.

Men & Women’s
Tennis at Illinois
Springfield
@ 12:00 p.m.

Baseball vs.McKendree
in Lebanon, Ill.
@ 12:00 & 3:00 p.m.

Baseball vs.
Northwood in
Cocoa Beach, Fla.
@ 3:00 p..m.

Softball vs. Lake
Superior State
(Home)
@ 5:00 p.m.

Softball vs. Illinois
Springfield (Home)
@ 12:00 & 2:00 p.m.
Men & Women’s
Tennis at Grand Valley
State (Home)
@ 11:00 p.m.

style pitching with four hitless
innings; McGuire struck out
six and walked only one while
Hayes only allowed one run
with four hits and struck out
five. Make sure you come out
and see our undefeated baseball
team when they play their next
home game, and don’t forget the
peanuts and cracker jacks.
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Ban Marijuana On-Campus, if Legalized

Less-boring
Pitches for
TV Shows
ABBY NAUMANN
OPINIONS EDITOR
Tired of the monotony of cop shows of
various acronyms and sci-fi series that fall
short? Me too. And that is why I am sharing
my phantasmal ideas for hit television shows
with you, readers. Join me in sending my
ideas to NBC, and together, we will make
TV less boring! *cue maniacal laughter*
“Fun-Fun-Happy-Lucky-Emo-Town”
What is that? An entire town full of
emotional, angsty kids? You bet your inky,
razored hair it is. In the town of Misery,
North Dakota, a junior high of tortured
teenage souls finds themselves constantly
solving crimes by accident. For some dumb
reason, the oblivious handful of adults living
in this town have a problem with dying a
lot, which would be cool for the emo kids,
if they were not always having to pull out
their earbuds, spit out their chewing gum,
and explain to the dimwitted Misery police
force how, once again, they were riding their
skateboard home when it bounced off a pothole into a dark alley and impaled another
criminal mid-murder, so like, whatever—
give them another award or something.
Spoiler alert! In the season finale, the emo’s
arch-nemeses— the goth kids from the
neighboring town— join forces with them
to defeat the uber-annoying scene kids who
moved in down the street. It is about to get
West-side-gory.
“Really Real Reality Show”
Producers of TV shows have gotten lazy
and uncreative, and scripted, bland reality
TV is the perfect example of this. That is
why in my reality TV show, we take cameras
around the filming locations of other reality
shows and make their shows more exciting.
Take the razors and toothpaste away from
the contestants of “Survivor”? Sure! Then
we will see how models and lawyers actually
look after forty days in the jungle. Switch
the bachelor’s limo with a limo transporting
a similarly dressed man and see if any of the
girls notice? Why not. Change all the words
on “Wheel of Fortune” to pig-Latin? Ain’t
no party like a pig-Latin party. And I cannot
wait to see Pat Sajak’s face.
“Trippy Kaleidoscope”
In my final show to pitch, no actors are
even required. Instead, a couple of druggedout animators will create a straight half-hour
of mesmerizing colors, shapes, movements,
and sounds. Was that a police siren fading
in and out of a fuchsia blob of lava or the
visual representation of the inner-workings
of my soul? The world may never know.
What we do know is that it is going to make
a fortune off subliminal advertising. Far out.

ALBERT NALL
STAFF WRITER
The legalization of marijuana is the subject of a new initiative
that began on January 7, 2015 in the Missouri legislature. Representative Brandon Ellington introduced HJR 15, the bill that
would legalize, tax, and regulate marijuana like alcohol for adults
21 and older. If the bill passes, a measure would be placed on the
November 2016 ballot to modify the state constitution and create a
system similar to those adopted by voters in Colorado, Washington,
Alaska, and Oregon.
Those who support HJR 15 believe that marijuana is a substance that is safer than alcohol, and according to activist Mark
Pedersen, marijuana is actually safer than baby aspirin, and should
be as legal as corn or wheat. Further, there are others who feel that
decriminalizing marijuana would enable law enforcement to focus
on more serious crimes. This, according to the bills’ supporters,
would resolve the issues of racial profiling that is inherent in the
arrests rates of those who consume marijuana.
The introduction of HJR 15 has a slippery slope, because of
what would be interpreted by many as double standards in the
recreational use of marijuana, especially as this pertains to the University of Missouri—St. Louis campus. Younger students would be
subjected to criminalization for possession of a controlled substance,
as with the state’s public intoxication laws. Consider the effect of
marijuana use in conjunction with the student conduct policies on
the UMSL campus, especially in terms of the student life community. Younger students could face possible suspensions over marijuana
use at a higher rate than older students. Outside the campus, recreational use could become increasingly blurred, similar to current
problems with underage drinking. This could put professors and
other academic officials in a difficult position if they have to deal
with underage drug use in addition to underage drinking. Another
example of “do what I say, not what I do.”
What confuses HJR 15 even more are the different definitions

and uses of a drug out there. The legalization of
marijuana has been in place since the beginning
of some nations, such as India and Nepal, where
it is utilized in religious rituals. Yet in the United
States Of America, as far back as 1905, a bulletin
from the United States Department of Agriculture
listed 29 states with laws mentioning cannabis.
Up to 1925, the International Opium Convention placed bans on hemp at the discretion of
the nations that already had restrictions in place.
Everything changed in 1996, when California
became the first state to allow for the medical use
of marijuana. At this time, 23 states now allow for
the public use of marijuana use as prescribed by
drug programs.
With that said, it would be one thing if legalizing marijuana in Missouri was done with the
purposes of medical use given its history. Many
would agree that legalizing marijuana for medical
use in Missouri deserves the due diligence of empirical research, as well as public discourse on the
issue itself. But then, what is of concern for UMSL
is not the taxing of legal marijuana, as alluded to
in the state initiative. Nor is it allowing for medical supervision of legal marijuana for conditions
such as AIDS and cancer. For the University of
Missouri System (UM), what is at stake is holding
its substance abuse policy to the same standards
that the campuses hold the use of tobacco or alcohol. UMSL bans tobacco and underage drinking,
and marijuana should be included in that. Voters
in Missouri need to make sure that colleges, including the UM system, can hold its campuses to
its educational mission by enforcing a policy that
bans marijuana on its campus.

Media Sensationalizes Winter Accidents
ALBERT NALL
STAFF WRITER
Many people in the St. Louis region who did not have anywhere
to go on March 1 stayed off of the roads for good reason. A winter snowstorm in Missouri dropped 4.4 inches in St. Louis. While
the accumulation that St. Louis got may not have been as severe as
storms in other parts of the region, still there were many concerns
heard. There was the risky manner in which roads are cleared by the
highway crews, with trucks traveling side by side in a way that slops
mush over to the sides of the road and the sidewalks. In contrast, I
noticed that many of the side streets and major thoroughfares were
cleared exceptionally well by Sunday afternoon, mainly due to the
dearth of drivers on the road.
There were many reports of major accidents in the St. Louis
area caused by the snowstorm, along with hearsay accounts of what
caused the melee on the roads. There were versions told of drivers
who allegedly engaged in dangerous behaviors on the road, running
the gambit from texting and sideswiping to drinking and driving,
depending on the interpretation of the tales. Then there is the
perception that the reason that there are high accident rates in the
winter is due to uninsured motorists. According to a 2014 study by
the Insurance Research Council (IRC), 12.6 percent of drivers, or
one in eight motorists are uninsured. The fallacy of winter accidents
being caused by uninsured drivers, however, is that the statistics by
the IRC would actually contradict this claim. The IRC measures the
number of claims of bodily injury made against uninsured drivers.
In 1992, the percentage of uninsured drivers was at 15.6%. Over
a 20 year period, claims by uninsured drivers actually dropped to
a low of 12.2 percent in 2011, and rose slightly to 12.6 in 2012.
The reasons for this decline could be due to the majority of states,
including Missouri, that have implemented mandatory coverage for
vehicle owners. It appears, however, that the reason for the exaggeration on uninsured drivers is that there is more liability assessed
in car accidents in a fault state such as Missouri. Missourians are
required to carry collision coverage, while at the same time, comprehensive coverage for weather related damage is not mandatory.
Any time there is a major accident due to a snowstorm, the
media is apt to sensationalize the many dangerous risks cited that
drivers take on the road. The real tragedy is that automobile accident statistics often blur the specific cause of fatal crashes. It is also

possible that the insurance industry may inflate
the automobile calamities during winter months.
Certainly, this is not to discount the many risks
that drivers take on the road, which deserves to be
addressed in our society. What is not fiction is that
according to data from the Federal Highway Administration, severe weather causes more automobile accidents in the United States than tornadoes.
On average, more than 7,000 Americans die in
dangerous weather-related crashes on the nation’s
highways annually. According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, driving too
fast in the icy road conditions do play a major role
in deadly collisions each year, especially during the
winter. Often, drivers tend to disregard nasty road
conditions that require a reduced speed.
Still, according to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTS), the most
dangerous times to drive is not during winter
months, but in the summer. The NHTS cites that
the difference in fatalities between August and
January of 2008 is 800 less deaths in January. The
rationale for the lower rates during winter months
is that drivers will stay off the road during the
most dangerous time, and when conditions are
dangerous, they make it a point to stay focused on
the road. So here is to the hope that careful driving
behaviors on the part of drivers during dangerous
weather will continue.
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UMSL Community Garden Project Crowdfunded
NATHAN WATSON
STAFF WRITER
Situated near two major interstates
– an international airport and several
populous neighborhoods – the University of Missouri—St. Louis is, without
a doubt, an urban campus. This, along
with the fact that over 80% of the
school’s population hails from the St.
Louis area, makes it reasonable to assume
that gardening and organic food production is absent from a significant portion
of students’ lives. It is with this in mind
that UMSL’s Environmental Adventure
Organization (EAO) seeks to establish

the UMSL Community Garden (UCG).
The UCG, which will be located
immediately behind the South Campus
parking garage across from the nursing
building, will be open to anybody in the
UMSL community with an interest in
gardening. “[The garden] will provide a
space where students, staff, and faculty
can interact with each other and in a
structured but informal way,” said David
McGraw, graduate, education in secondary school counseling and the leader of
the project. “In addition to this obvious

CHOOSING A LAW SCHOOL

AND A LEGAL CAREER SYMPOSIUM

THURSDAY, MARCH 12 | 3-5 P.M.

Are you thinking about applying for law school?
Have you ever wondered what the life of a lawyer is really like?
Do you want to know what it takes to succeed in law school?
On Thursday, March 12, from 3-5 p.m. the UMSL Pre-Law Advisory
Council, the Collge of Arts and Science and the UMSL Alumni
Association will be hosting the Choosing a Law School and a Legal
Career Symposium to help you answer these questions.
The symposium will include:
• A moderated panel with six UMSL alumni who have attended law school
and have had successful careers in law to answer audience questions
• Law school Admission Representatives from Florida Coastal School of
Law, Saint Louis University, Southern Illinois University-Carbondale,
University of Missouri- Columbia, University of Missouri- Kansas City, and
Washington University

community-building aspect, it will also
encourage people to think about where
their food comes from and empower
them to take their health and nutrition into their own hands. By sharing
knowledge about gardening, the UMSL
community will be expanding their
relationship with nature and joining the
global sustainability movement.”
“I think a lot of people on campus
would be eager to participate in gardening,” said Adam Berger, sophomore,
English. “Having a community garden
on campus would make doing so much
more practical.”
Practicality is one of the major
focuses of the garden’s project. The EAO
believes that the garden’s proximity to
student residential buildings—Oak and
Villa Hall, which are within a few minutes walking distance—will be especially
beneficial in this regard. “Students living
in campus dorms and apartments currently have very limited opportunities for
outdoor activities like gardening,” said
Sage Rohrer, sophomore, biology, and
Treasurer of the EAO. “I think those students will be especially eager to interact
with nature.”
For a while, the idea of starting a
community garden on campus was only
that—an idea. The EAO, however, has

recently found a platform that may be a
major step in the transformation of this
idea into reality. The UMSL Crowdfund
website is a new platform developed by
the Office of Alumni Engagement designed to “empower the UMSL community to raise the funds they need for the
projects, events, and organizations they’re
passionate about.” The UCG is one of
several initiatives using the platform to
better reach potential donors. Although
the UCG has already received over 20
donations, it has yet to reach half of its
$5,500 goal and has only until March
17 to do so. Regarding these difficulties,
McGraw said: “convincing people to
give their hard-earned money to us in
not necessarily easy or enjoyable, but . .
. anyone who thinks about community
gardening can see how beneficial it is, so
the real struggle is spreading the word to
as many people as possible.”
“We appreciate the big givers, of
course, but we really value those individuals who have less to give but are
still passionate about our efforts,” said
McGraw. “The more people hear about
it, the more likely it is that we reach our
goal.”Those interested in supporting the
UMSL Community Garden can do so by
visiting www.crowdfund.umsl.edu and
making a donation.

ALBERT NALL
STAFF WRITER

p.m. with a packed audience. Pizza and
beverages were served, and a reprint of
a “The New York Times” article by Liz
Alderman and Steven Greenhouse from
October 27, 2014 was distributed at
the event. What’s Current Wednesdays
is a series of round-table chats that is
co-sponsored by “The Current” and “The
New York Times.”
Read the entire article at
www.thecurrent-online.com

WCW Discusses Minimum
and Living Wages

Robert Russell, Labor Studies Coordinator, spoke on the public debate
over the minimum wage. The lecture
by Russell, “Minimum Wages & Living
Wages: The Debates Over Jobs, Work
& Compensation” took place in room
316 in the Millennium Student Center
building on March 4 from 2 to 3:15

• Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) preparation programs
• Free refreshments
RSVP today at www.umslalumni.org/law
RSVP’s are not required but are strongly encouraged.
Questions? Contact Grace Derda at 314-516-5007 or derda@umsl.edu.

Contact The Law Oﬃces of David A. Rubin, L.L.C., Before You Pay!
MyMetroLinkTicket.com
(314) 801-1323

